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SUSAN BASS LEVIN, Commissioner 

 The agency proposal follows. 

 

 

Summary 

  



Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1, the Liquefied Petroleum Gas rules, N.J.A.C. 

5:18, are scheduled to expire on December 5, 2005.  The Department has reviewed these 

rules and finds that they continue to be necessary for the purpose for which they were 

promulgated and is therefore proposing that they be readopted. 

The Liquefied Petroleum Gas rules are intended to protect public health, safety 

and welfare by providing minimum standards for the design, construction, location, 

installation and operation of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) systems.  The rules do not 

apply to transportation of LPG over highways, LPG vapor piping inside of buildings or 

portable cylinders of not more than 40 pounds when used as intended for outdoor cooking 

purposes. 

The rules consist of 11 subchapters, which are as follows: general provisions; 

definitions; NFPA No. 58 systems; NFPA No. 59 systems; API 2510 installations; release 

of plans or submittal of notice of LP-gas installations and approval of new LP-gas 

systems; violations, administrative penalties and hearings; annual assessments; quality 

control and maintenance audits; and licensing.   There are also appendices concerning 

availability of standards and publications referred to in the rules and containing Bureau of 

Code Services forms used in connection with the administration of these rules. 

As the Department has provided a 60-day comment period on this notice of 

proposal, this notice is excepted from the rulemaking calendar requirement pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 1:30-3.3(a)5. 

 

Social Impact 



 These rules are necessary in order to protect persons who use LPG, or who are 

present at premises where it is used or stored, from unsafe practices that can endanger 

live and property. 

Economic Impact 

 The rules provide for an assessment in the amount of one-fifteenth of one cent per 

gallon of LPG that is either odorized in this State or imported from another jurisdiction is 

imposed upon the person owing the LPG immediately prior to odorization.  This revenue 

is used to support the LPG safety enforcement program in the Bureau of Code Services. 

 The safety practices set forth in the rules are consistent with standard practice in 

the LPG industry and therefore do not impose any costs that would not otherwise be 

incurred by a responsible installer or operator of an LPG facility.  Failure to enforce the 

rules might allow persons who not otherwise comply with industry safety standards to 

create hazards that would endanger life and property, thereby having a significant 

negative economic impact. 

 

Federal Standards Statement 

 No Federal standards analysis is required because the rules proposed for 

readoption are not being proposed under the authority of, or in order to implement, 

comply with or participate in any program established under, Federal law or a State 

statute that incorporates or refers to Federal law, standards or requirements. 

 

Jobs Impact 



 The Department does not anticipate that the rules proposed for readoption would 

result in the creation or loss of any jobs. 

 

Agricultural Industry Impact 

The Department does not anticipate that the rules proposed for readoption would 

have any effect on the agricultural industry. 

 

Regulatory Flexibility Statement 

Readoption of these rules would have a minimal effect on "small businesses," as 

defined in the New Jersey Regulatory Flexibility Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-16 et seq.     

Compliance requirements are based on national codes that reflect accepted industry 

practice.   Aside from the assessment, which is established by statute to support the 

program and which must be charged on an equal basis regardless of the size or form of 

organization of the LPG business, the rules do not impose any costs that a responsible 

operator or installer would not otherwise incur.   Reporting requirements exist for fires, 

explosions, accidents or other emergencies, and also with regard to the annual assessment 

and quality control and maintenance audits.  The records required for these reports would 

be maintained in the ordinary course of business and would not necessitate the use of 

professional services for that purpose. 

     Smart Growth Impact 

Readoption of these rules would not have any effect upon achievement of smart 

growth or implementation of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan. 



Full text of the rules proposed for readoption may be found in the New Jersey 

Administrative Code at N.J.A.C. 5:18. 

 
 
 


